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THE DESIGNATED SITES IN THE BALQUHIDDER DMG AREA
Within the Bq DMG area there are five different types of designation. The sites relevant to this plan are discussed in detail later in this document.

Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI)

Special Areas of Conservation (SAC
National Scenic Area (NSA)
Nationa l Nature Reserve (NNR)

National Park

Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI)
Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) represent the best of Scotland’s natural heritage. They are ‘special’ for their plants, animals or habitats, their rocks or landforms, or a combination of such natural features. Together, they form a network of the best examples of natural features throughout Scotland, and support a wider network across Great Britain and the European Union. 
Scottish Natural Heritage/ Nature Scot (SNH/NS) chooses sites after detailed survey and evaluation against published scientific criteria. SSSIs can include freshwater, and sea water down to the mean low water mark of spring tides, as well as land. At 31 March 2008, there were 1,456 SSSI’s, covering a total area of 1,036,000 hectares or 12.9% of Scotland.

SNH/NS designates SSSIs to protect the best of our natural heritage by making sure that decision-makers, managers of land and their advisors, as well as the planning authorities and other public bodies, are aware of them when considering changes in land-use or other activities which might affect them.

The Nature Conservation (Scotland) Act 2004 provides the legislative framework around which all SSSI sites are administered.

Special Areas of Conservation (SAC)

Special Areas of Conservation (SACs) are areas designated under the European Directive commonly known as the ‘Habitats’ Directive. Together with Special Protection Areas, which are designated under the Wild Birds Directive for wild birds and their habitats, SACs form the Natura 2000 network of sites. Most SACs on land or freshwater in Scotland are also underpinned by notification as Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSIs).  The additional SAC designation is recognition that some or all of the wildlife and habitats are particularly valued in a European context. 
National Scenic areas
National Scenic Areas are Scotland’s only national landscape designation. They are those areas of land considered of national significance on the basis of their outstanding scenic interest which must be conserved as part of the country’s natural heritage. They have been selected for their characteristic features of scenery comprising a mixture of richly diverse landscapes including prominent landforms, coastline, sea and freshwater lochs, rivers, woodlands and moorlands. 

There are currently 40 X NSA’s in Scotland, covering a total land area of 1,020,500 ha and a marine area of 357,900 ha.
National Nature Reserves (NNR)


The first National Nature Reserves were designated 50 years ago, and at that time they       were the cornerstone of nature conservation policy, safeguarding sites of national                conservation importance as well as providing interpretative material and allowing the         public to enjoy these sites. All NNRs are now designated as SSSIs to strengthen their          protection. There are currently 65 National Nature Reserves in Scotland.
Finally, Bq DMG lies wholly within the Loch Lomond & Trossachs National Park, taking up 23 percent of the area. It is the most significant deer group area within the park.
In broad terms, there are a number of woodland and designated marsh/ mire sites around the periphery of the DMG area, with one large upland designated site (Benmore and Stob Binnein SSSI) in the interior, although that is in favourable condition, and deer are not listed as a pressure there. Many of the woodland features are however in unfavourable condition, or Favourable Declining condition, often will deer and/ or goats listed as a pressure, but with invasive species, forestry operations and recreational pressures also being important.
There are 32 X designated features within the area, 21 of which are relevant to deer.

Of these:

7 are in favourable condition

2 are in Favourable but declining condition.

2 are in Unfavourable but recovering condition

3 are Unfavourable but recovering due to management (URDTM)

7 are in Unfavourable condition.

These figures incorporate information from most recent monitoring, and do not necessarily reflect the current status of the feature.

Information on individual features can be found at Appendix 2: Monitoring of Designated Features.
Individual Sites

Listed below is a summary of the individual designated sites within the area, in alphabetical order. Two of the sites are part of a larger SAC woodland complex. The suggested status reflects the current listed on Sitelink. Nature Scot have added in commentary at the end of each summary section below.
Ben A’an & Brenachoille Woods SSSI –Unfavourable (URDTM)
Deer Management Unit: FLS Loch Katrine North
The Ben A’an & Brenachoille Woods SSSI https://sitelink.nature.scot/site/177 lies at the eastern end of Loch Katrine. The site is designated for its upland oak woodland. It is currently listed as being in Unfavourable Declining Condition, but regarded as being URDTM (Unfavourable Recovering due to management). The pressures are invasive species (rhododendrons) and over grazing (deer and goats).
The site was designated last in 1989, and extends to 263.55 ha, making it a fairly large woodland site.

The site is a constituent part of the Trossachs Woods SAC site https://sitelink.nature.scot/site/8399, which includes a number of other woodland areas outwith the DMG, down towards Aberfoyle. This larger site was designated in 2005, extends to 377.5 ha in total, and is designated for its western acidic oak woodland. It was noted as Unfavourable Declining in 2012.
It had a range of pressures from invasive species (rhododendrons) to overgrazing by deer and goats.
Nature Scot opinion November 2023

FLS management ongoing. HIA information should be updated – from FLS information if possible or through a new survey. Informal (training) HIA in 2017 found ongoing high impacts.
Ben More & Stob Binnein Woods SSSI –Favourable
Deer Management Units: FLS, Benmore, Glen Falloch (East), Inverlochlarig, Suie
The Ben More & Stob Binnein SSSI https://sitelink.nature.scot/site/190   lies at the northern boundary of the DMG, extending well in to the interior. The was lasted designated in 1987, and extends to 3880.11 ha, making it a large upland open habitats site.
There are five features designated: Alpine heath, Alpine Moss Heath & Associated Vegetation, Lichen Assemblage, Tall Herb Ledge and Vascular Plant Assemblage.

The site is in Favourable condition. Deer are not listed as a negative pressure on the site, their numbers being considered as appropriate to the site.
No other designations are associated with the site, although it does partially overlap with the River Teith SAC.
Nature Scot opinion November 2023

Monitoring of alpine moss heath in 2021 found condition of summit habitats to be favourable. Condition of more restricted features (tall herbs & some vascular plant component species) could be further improved with increased intervention &/or decreased herbivore pressure.
Brig O’Turk Mires SSSI –Favourable
Deer Management Unit: WTS Glen Finglas
The Brig O’ Turk Mires SSSI https://sitelink.nature.scot/site/262 lies at the southern edge of the DMG area. It was designated in 1987, and extends to 22.66 ha.
The site is designated for its Valley Fen, and was monitored to be in Favourable condition in 2009. There are no pressures listed for the site, and we can therefore imply that there is little relevance to deer.
No other designations are associated with the site.
Nature Scot opinion November 2023

Under management through AECS by WTS. SCM carried out in summer 2023, awaiting write up. No issues expected.
Edinchip Wood SSSI –Unfavourable
Deer Management Unit: Edinchip
The Edinchip Wood SSSI   https://sitelink.nature.scot/site/598 lies at the north eastern edge of the DMG area. The was designated in 1989, and extends to 13.85 ha, making it quite a small woodland site.
The site is designated for both Wet woodland and Upland oak woodland. The former is in Favourable condition, the latter is Unfavourable & Declining.

Overgrazing by deer is the only pressure noted.
No other designations are associated with the site.
Nature Scot opinion November 2023

Updated HIAs in 2019 & 2021 found ongoing unsustainably high herbivore pressure (red & roe deer) in woods. Some clumps of Rhododendron also noted.
Glen Falloch Pinewood SSSI –Unfavourable Recovering
Deer Management Unit: Glen Falloch (East).
The Glen Falloch Pinewood SSSI  https://sitelink.nature.scot/site/706 lies at the northern periphery of the group. It was designated in 1990, and extends to 120.94 ha, making it a medium sized pinewood site.
The designated feature is native pinewood.

Although the pressure listed is grazing from deer, the site is entirely fenced, and the area is considered to be in Recovering condition.
No other designations are associated with the site.
Nature Scot opinion November 2023

It is hoped that having secured the existing wood through fencing, the work of the estate to reduce herbivore pressure on their ground will enable to habitat to spread across a wider area.
Glen Falloch Woods SSSI –Unfavourable Declining (URDTM)
Deer Management Unit: Glen Falloch (East)
The Glen Falloch Woods SSSI https://sitelink.nature.scot/site/707 lies on the north west periphery of the DMG. It was designated in 1989, and extends to 88.73 ha, although much of that area lies outwith the DMG boundary on other side of the road.
The designated feature is Upland Oak Woodland, listed as Unfavourable Declining in 2002, but considered to be Unfavourable Recovering Due to Management (URDTM).

Deer browsing is the only listed pressure.

The site is a constituent part of the Loch Lomond Woods SAC site https://sitelink.nature.scot/site/8298, which includes a number of other woodland areas outwith the DMG, further south along the loch, on both east and west banks. This larger site was designated in 2005, extends to 1440 ha in total, and is designated for its western acidic oak woodland. It is certainly one of the largest designated oak wood habitats in the country. It is noted as Unfavourable Declining, but there are a wide range of reasons for this.
Pressures are listed as Forest operations, invasive species (beech, conifers, larch, rhododendrons), and overgrazing by cattle, deer and goats.
Nature Scot opinion November 2023

Of three component woodlands of this SSSI, only one (Beinglas) is within the DMG area. HIA carried out in 2018 found medium/high impacts here. Gleann nan Caorann woods assessed in 2023 & impacts found to have decreased significantly. Confluence & Beinglas woods to be surveyed in spring 2024 to update SCM for whole SSSI. May still be unfavourable but well on the way to recovery due to increased deer control (& destocking) on estate.
Loch Lubnaig Marshes SSSI –Favourable
Deer Management Unit: FLS
The Loch Lubnaig Marshes SSSI https://sitelink.nature.scot/site/1004 lies at the eastern periphery of the DMG area. It was designated in 1986, and extends to 63.13 ha.
There are 4 X designated habitats: Flies, Fluvial Geomorphology of Scotland, Fresh water pearl mussel and open water transition fen.

Pressures on the site include water management issues, extraction and willow regeneration on the area of fen.
No other designations are associated with the site, although it does overlap partially with the River Teith SAC.
Nature Scot opinion November 2023

Probably of little relevance to DMG. Deer browsing will be helping to maintain condition of mire feature by preventing scrub encroachment on open mire communities.
Lochan Lairig Cheile SSSI  Favourable (Declining)
Deer Management Unit: Glenogle & Leskine
The Lochan Lairig Cheile SSSI https://sitelink.nature.scot/site/1073 lies at the far NE corner of the DMG area. It was designated in 1988, and extends to 27.04 ha, so quite a small site.
There are 3 X designated features: Oligotrophic loch, open water transition fen and valley fen.
There are a range of pressures including forestry operations, water management & quality, recreational & fishing pressure, parking/ camping. Deer are noted as a positive for the valley fen feature as they help to maintain open vegetation.
No other designations are associated with the site.
Nature Scot opinion November 2023

Felling/restructuring of commercial forestry around SSSI expected in coming years. Effect on deer population will need to be taken into account.
Pass of Leny Flushes SSSI –Unfavourable
Deer Management Unit: FLS Achray West
The Pass of Leny Flushes SSSI https://sitelink.nature.scot/site/1275 lies at the eastern periphery of the DMG area. It was designated in 1985, and extends to 35.23 ha.
There are two designated features: Springs (including flushes) and Upland oak woodland. The former is in Unfavourable but recovering condition, the latter in Unfavourable No Change condition.

Interesting, the latter is unfavourable because of cattle/ deer grazing. In the former, the lack of cattle/ deer grazing is leading to encroachment of birch, which is causing unfavourable condition. This should have been remedied by current FLS management plan which included a new stock fence & better timed cattle grazing. Deer numbers are needing to be reduced due to impact on woodland feature.
No other designations are associated with the site.
Nature Scot opinion November 2023

Current FLS management plan (2019-24) aimed to increase deer cull to address herbivore impacts in oak woodland & installation of stock fencing & late summer cattle grazing to improve condition of springs feature. Update of effectiveness needed, either from FLS monitoring or new SCM.
Pollochro Woods SSSI –Unfavourable (Declining)

Deer Management Unit: RSPB Inversnaid, Glen Falloch (East)

The PollochroWoods SSSI https://sitelink.nature.scot/site/1301 lies at the western edge of the DMG area, adjoining Loch Lomond.  The site was designated in 1989, and extends to 294.74 ha, making it quite a large woodland site.

There are 4 X designated features: Bryophyte assemblage, lichen assemblage, wet woodland and wood pasture/ parkland.

Pressures are overgrazing by deer and goats, and “conservation activities”.This refers to the impact of fencing & tree planting on the lichen feature. This feature relies on open growth woodland & can be negatively impacted by thicket growth which reduces light levels to lichens. The pressure effect is recorded as positive & negative as it is recognized that some fencing &/or planting is required to secure the long-term future of the wood, but this should be carried out sensitively so that the lichen interest does not suffer. Briefly, the lichen interest is probably concentrated in the wood pasture section of the site, so ensuring that this area continues to be managed as open, grazed wood (with some regeneration/planting to ensure continuity of habitat) should safeguard the lichen feature.
The site is a constituent part of the Loch Lomond Woods SAC site, described previously, which is also in Unfavourable condition overall. 
Nature Scot opinion November 2023

Primary management focus in recent years has been reduction of herbivore pressure, particularly from goats but deer are also a significant pressure. Increased effort by both RSPB & Glen Falloch in recent years will be having a positive impact here & should begin to show results over time.
Stronvar Marshes SSSI –Favourable (Declining)
Deer Management Unit: n/a
The Stronvar Marshes SSSI https://sitelink.nature.scot/site/1502 lies in the main Balquhidder Glen, but it is not within any of the DMG member properties. It was designated in 1989, and extends to 13.18 ha, making it a fairly small wetland site.
There are 3 X designated features: Loch trophic range, open water transition fen and wet woodland. The site is recorded as declining in quality. HIA of woodland in 2020 found medium-high impacts & this feature is now considered to be in unfavourable declining condition.
There are a range of pressures: Forestry operations, poaching by livestock, invasive species (Canadian pondweed, beech, horse chestnut, Japanese knotweed, rhododendrons), water quality, fishing pressure and overgrazing by deer.
There is a partial overlap with the River Teith SAC site.
Nature Scot opinion November 2023

Last assessment of woodland feature in 2020 found that the deer population in the wider area was causing medium to high herbivore impacts on this site. Increased culling around site is required to address this issue.
Geal & Dubh Lochs SSSI –Mixed Fav/ Unfavourable
Deer Management Unit: Glen Falloch (East)
The Geal & Dubh Lochs SSSI https://sitelink.nature.scot/site/683 lies at the western edge of the DMG area. It was designated in 1983, and extends to 68.38 ha, making it quite a large wetland/ loch site.
There are two designated features; hydromorphological mire range, and oligotrophic loch. The former is in favourable condition, the latter is unfavourable.

Pressures are listed as agricultural operations, recreational disturbance, under grazing and invasive species. Deer are not listed as a pressure.
No other designations are associated with the site.
Nature Scot opinion November 2023

Site check in 2018 found that mire feature was becoming undergrazed & recommended reintroducing stock (cattle) grazing. Site was also included in recent estate plans for general environmental enhancement works through NRF but unsure what stage these are at now.
The Great Trossachs National Nature Reserve (NNR) https://sitelink.nature.scot/site/10503 was designated in October 2015, extending to 16, 541.75 ha, with Loch Katrine at its heart.
Perhaps the two most important and extensive SAC designated sites within the area are the River Tay SAC https://sitelink.nature.scot/site/8366 which runs along the northern boundary of the DMG area, and the River Teith SAC https://sitelink.nature.scot/site/8367 which forms the eastern boundary, extending up in to the heart of the DMG through the main Balquhidder Glen. These designations have no direct relevance to deer, but any significant land management changes such as extensive tree planting have to be sensitive to their interest. Reduced grazing is likely to encourage riparian habitat and benefit a range of the designated features.
The two National Scenic Area designations are the Loch Lomond NSA https://sitelink.nature.scot/site/9135 and the Trossachs NSA https://sitelink.nature.scot/site/9155 
Information of the Loch Lomond & The Trossachs National Park can be found at https://sitelink.nature.scot/site/8621 

There are no SPA or Ramsar designations within the area.
PAGE  
9

